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2019 November 12th — a renowned Bavul singer was being felicitated in the Kerala Sahitya
Academy auditorium — Paban Das Baul! The banker, travel writer, poet, critic and translator who



introduced this singer and Mimlu Sen to the malayalees — Sri. K. B. Prasannakumar (he is also the
advisody board member of Talented Bankers group) — was also present at the event, which was
organised by “Geetham Sangeetham” group of music lovers belonging to Thrissur.

Today’s Talented Banker is the one who introduced Sri. Paban Das Baul and Ms. Mimlu Sen to the
audience, through her compering skills. Her description of how she was inspired by the
Malayalam translation of Mimlu Sen's book ‘The Honey Gatherers', written by Sri. K. B.
Prasannakumar, and how she travelled to Bengal villages to learn more about the Bavul music,
caught the rapt attention of all.

Sobha Narayanan
(Sobha K K)

Kerala Grameen Bank
Regional Office, Thrissur

She is a role model for many who love music, organising, travelling and travel writing.

She was born to the teacher couple K. Kuttappan- V. T. Santha in Pampakuda of Ernakulam
district. She has always been exceptional in arts, music and literature. She is so fond of her father
who encouraged her to write all through her life. She did her education from Pampakuda Govt
High School, Pala Alphonsa College and Ernakulam St. Joseph’s college for teachers' training
gaining MSc and B Ed degrees. She has won many prizes in the cultural events held in sub-district,
district, intercollegiate levels. Her being the National Service Scheme Volunteer Secretary has
helped her in her banking career too.

She started her career as a ICDS Supervisor. In 1996 she joined the South Malabar Grameen Bank
as Probationary Officer. Her first posting was in the Eranjimangad branch near Nilambur. Then
she worked in Karulayi, Kuningad, Ponnani, Pattikkad, Kodungallur, Kanjani, Olarikkara branches
and is presently Senior Manager at the Thrissur Regional Office of Kerala Grameen Bank.

The turning point in her life was in 2006 when she reached Thrissur. “Music had been with me
always. When | worked in Malabar, | was fascinated by Baburaj's songs. And through the
Malayalam ghasals of Umbayee, | moved on to listen to Pankaj Udhas, Jagjit Singh, Gulam Ali and
Mehdi Hasan.

In Thrissur, | was attracted to the wider realms including poems, theatre dramas, gawwalis and
bavul music.” Her travelogue describing her journey to Kenduli in Bengal in search of the roots of
Bavul music got published in the ‘Mangalam' weekly.

Thrissur gave her many opportunities to sing during various programmes of the bank and also a
chance to be part of a music lovers' group ‘Geetham Sangeetham’, whose Vice President she has
become now. Before covid hit the land, the musical programmes conducted by the group
attracted people from far and wide. With the pandemic restrictions, they have shifted to online
programmes. In most of these, Sobha would be compering, amidst her busy schedules. A live
programme thus conducted for banker musicians was attended by our Talented bankers —
Vimosh Venugopal and Divya K M.



The Secretary of ‘Geetham Sangeetham', Sri Sukumaran Chitrasoudham says Sobha joined the
group telling she wasn’t a singer but turned out to be brimming with rich music. She was unique
in her love of folk songs and bavul music.

Sobha got a chance to interview Prof (Dr) T. Unnikrishnan, retd Vice Chancellor of Chhattisgarh
Indira Kala Sangeet University who is a researcher on Carnatic-Hindustani musics, on behalf of
‘Geetham Sangeetham'. Thus, she restarted her music lessons from him. Alongside his 74
students from 16 states and 17 countries, she sang in the project “Vande Matharam" during the
75th Independence Day celebrations and the same was telecast in the Asianet TV channel.

Sobha is thankful to Sri Jayaraj Warrier( actor, caricaturist and a patron of ‘Geetham
Sangeetham'), other poets and musicians and drama artists of Thrissur and banker friends for the
encouragement they give her.

Her travelogue on her journey to Bengal pockets in search of bavul music origins reveal her
passion and oneness with the music! (‘Unmadinikalude naatil', Mangalam, 13th March 2016).

Her family- husband Sri. A.V. Narayanan( Tirur family court judge), 2 kids(Aravind Narayanan who
works in the Canara bank and Anand Narayanan who is a law student) and relatives make her
journeys magical. Sri. Binu, Assistant Manager at the Kochi aircraft yard who won the Shram Veer
puraskar from the Prime Minister; and Sri. Anu who works for K.S.R.T.C are her brothers.

We, the Talented Bankers group, wish Sobha and her family endless happiness in their journeys in
the musical world.



